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E “ALASKA MINE’
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H

he Name Under Which a Famous and
Very Rich “*Antigua’’ Mine in the
Moctezuma District is Being Re-
opened by George F. Woodward,

In the mineral belt of Chiruni-
abi. in the Moetezuma, district of
sonora on Nacozari Creek, about
wo miles distant from Phelps,
Dodee & Co's smelter at Nucozari,
as been recently rediscovered the
ampons  “Dona Maria” mines, of |
hich Jesuit tradition and Ward’s
istory published in 1824-27 by
Vard, an English expert sent from
ingland to report on the wineral
cealth of Mexico, makes flattering
bontion a8 having been one of
he richest properties in the anti-
ata) dayvs of New .‘-‘;»uiu. It is now
@6 ed the
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ore bodies now being uncovered.
This will doubtless prove to be the
most valuable property discovered
in Mexico in modern times, and 18
another proof that all the famous
rich antigua mines of Sonora still
retain great values when reopened
to depths below which the anfiguo
methods could not go, and when
worked under modern methods,
with modern machinery.

Mr. J. A, Lewandowski, a
known mining engineer and ex-
pert, with a world wide experience
and reputation, has lately had
direction and management of de-
velopment at the “Alaska,” and
b expresses great faith upon its
being a great and valuable prop-
erty. He considers it one of the
greatest and most valuable he has
gver encountered in his world wide
cXperience.,

well |

WAYSIDE NOTES

Nacozari and the Huacal and Churu-
nibabi Mining Regions. A Great
I Mining Country.

|
Cos, Sonora, Mexico,
Oectober 17, 19085,
[t was Sunday afternoon when I
| left Moctezama after « very pleas-
tant visit of nearly four days. The
| distance to Compas, seven leagues,
| was quickly covered, and I reached
|the place in time for supper. I
{put fp at the house of “Dona
{ Guadalupe.” She remembered my
alleged tapeworm of three years

ago, and, as then, served me with
. half dozen fried eggs at each
menl.

903. Whole No, 348.
went into Nacozari at two o'elock.

Mr. Lewandowski bhad come up on
the stage, and he had not been
obliged to wait very long.

As =o0on as we ate our lunch we
went out to the Alaska mine about
two miles away fo look over that
property, returning at evening,
going back the next day and again
several davs later.

In the evening we meet at Naco-
zart, Messrs. James E. Townsend
jof El Paso and George E. Clarke of
Rishee, who had been out into the
Huaeal region, ten miles away, to
examing El Oro Mining Com-
piny's property.

Since | was in Naeozari, three
vears ago, there have been many
changes and I found no one I
know,

Tuesday we met Mr. Frank Pel-
ton, a mining man well known all

over Sonora, who
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Aluska” tnine, and
the property of
[r. George F.
Voodward of Moc-
wuma, who has
been  doing  gsome
wodern  develop-
ment  work, and
pverywhere in the
mine that the work
s now: being prose-
uted, with scien-
ific intelligence
nd well directed
nergy, large ore
eposits, rich and
mlinuous, are
meountered.
In “Ward's His-
ryv of Old Mines
n Mexico.,” the
taterent is made
hat Doua Maria
odriguez, a very
vu]!h_\.' widow \
ired  and  aper-
ed in this region
very rich mine
hich was nam-
nfter herself
“Doba Maria,” but which]|
a8 sometime known as the “Hua-|
L Ward farther states that|
pout the year 1708 she loaded o/
win of forty mules with gnl-ii
gots from her mines and pro-|
eded with them to the City of
exico, delivering there all that
st treasure, amounting o several
illions dollars in value, Then|
| record of the lady disappeared,
it it is supposed she returned to
ain with the proofs of her de-
Dsits with the viceroy, the treas-
re being transported in regular
burse in one of the royal galleons,
Ind received there her three-fifths,
ter deduction, of course of the |
we-fifth due the crown, and an-|
her one-fifth due the chureh; and |
uiv.ed down to a life of ease and |
gnity in her native land, satis-
ed with the great fortune she had!

@

quired, and abandoning forever |

pe rich region whence it came.
vl_: are history and tradition
eing out one another in contin-
pus narrative.
That the “Alagka” is the old
ofia Maria” property there is
rong and unmistakable evidence
the extensive antigua workings,
€ numerous ruins of arrastras,
which the ores were reduced,
d the extent and richress of the
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BUILDING OF GEORG

Recently Tor Oasis editor paid |

the “Alaska” a professional visit,
and gave the property a careiul
personal examination, occupying
several days; and he presents here.
with an accurate description, with
his own conclusions drawn there-
from:

The Alaska group includes three
claims, viz: “Alaska,” “Julia

E F. WOUDWARD, MOCTEZUMA,

I called at the store of Mr. E
Moore (“George”) and learned
| was visiting in Nogales,

[ had hoped to go out to the

he

was on his way to
Cumpsas. Mr. Pel-
ton has recently
returned from Chi-
huahua. He is one
of those whoan
“John Dwyer,” the
sengationsl corres-
pondent, reported
killed by Indians
last gpring.

By the way, [
met in Bisbee some
fime ago a news-
paper man who
assured me Le was
“John Dwyer.” 1
have not vet made
up my mind whe-
ther he 1old the
truth, had “hit
the pipe,” loaded
with meseal, or
was just a  plain
ordinary liar,

Tuesday evening
Mr. Lewandowski
and myself went
to Pittsburg, the
camp of the

. (&, Sonora Development Co., eight miles

east from Nacozari accompanied by
Mr. Henry Eisenhart, the assistant
| superintendent of the property. It

“Transvaal” mining camp, about|was n hard ride over a rough and
thirty miles westward from Cum- | mountainous country. There were
pas, where Mr, C. Cloud, formerly |three other gentlemans, Mesars,
of Nogales, is managing a great|Thos. Davenport and L. E. Crane,
copper property, now in course of |[who are working a property near

Blanca,” and “Castillo.” The group
includes 36 pertencias (about 75

is superintendent. But I was in-
formed that Mr. Neahr was at
acres). The country rock includes | Guaymas and Mr. Cloud in the
porphyry, syenite and quart- least; and Mr. Lewandowski I
zite. The entire region is very |knew would he awaiting me in
mountainons, lofty ridges being | Nacozari, so I was obliged to omit
cut deeply by caftons whose rocky | that part of my programme,

walls tower to heights of 600 to 800| Monday the ride to Nacozari
feet above the depths below. One|took six hours.  Although the
of these deep gorges cut by Naco-|river bottom is cultivated for a
zari creek crosses the property, and | long distance above Cumpas but
in its rocky sides may be traced |little of it is seen as the road fol-
three separate ledges of gold bear- |lows the mesa, some distance back.
ing rock. The general trend of | La Noria, the home ranch the
these ledges is northeast and south |big cattle company controlled by
west upon the surface. They vary|Mr. M. M. Sherman of Kansas City,
in width from eighteen inches to| was the only notable place passed.
six feet. They stand at one angle | For a distance of about four lea-
of 85 deg: ees—nearly perpendicular, | gues into Nocozari the road and
Upon the east side of the cafion. At|river traverse a rocky and pictur-
least 60O feet above the bottom are | esque gorge in the Nacozari moun-

THE “ANTIGUAY min_.-i._ ’

whence came the gold of I.JnEmT While I had left (_mupu.»_, about
o i an hour behind the stage in the
'morning I overtovk it just as it

of

WORKINGS,

Continued on page 4.

development, and Mr. O. L. Neahr Pittsburg, and M. J. Gould of Na-

cozari. We got tangled up with a
burro train loaded with wood,
coming down a steep mountain on
a narrow trail. To pass we had
(all to take the steep mountain
side. To do that some had to dis-
mount and fores their animals out
'of the trail. In the mixup Lewan-
dowski lost his mount, which went
on ddwn the trail with the burro
train. He had to follow mnearly
half a mile before lie could extri-
cate the animal and turn back.
Upon the road we met Mr. Henry
| Clifford, of St. Davids, near Ben-
son, a gentleman well known all
over Southern Arizona, who 18 in
charge of the outside interests of
the Moctezuma Copper Company.
Messrs. Davenport, Gould and
Crane parted from us on the trail,
to go to their own camp, and we
reached Pittsburg toward evening.

Continied on page 9.



